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rapidly south through Belgium and Luxemburg, were
preparing a big offensive against the French defence line
on the Meuse in the Sedan region either for the same
evening or the next morning. " You have arrived at a
very interesting moment/' he said, Massis had been
on a tour the last few days across the frontier into
Belgium with General Huntziger. He had found the
Belgians extraordinarily unprepared for resistance, and
the civilian population had not seemed to realize the
gravity of the situation. The mayor of Bouillon, a
small, town in Belgium, had said to him : " We are
all right here. This village is only a small tourist centre
and die Germans are not likely to do any damage/5 The
next day the village was heavily bombed, probably with
the object of getting the civilian population on tie move
towards the French frontier, so as to embarrass military
operations. The captain gave us a description of how
the Germans were expected to attack, which turned out
to be very accurate. He said that they would use their
'planes like artillery, heavily bombing the front lines
and machine-gunning the troops. While the latter were
taking cover the Germans would drop parachutists,
armed with machine^uns, who would take up defensive
positions until they were joined by mechanized columns.
Thus he went on, as if giving a conference at the Sor-
bonne on military strategy, instead of describing a bloody
batde that was about to be fought. It was an interesting
story for us, and we were assured that our copy would
be taken to the headquarters of the military censorship
near Paris by special courier and would be ia London